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TexTual ReseaRch on The Psalms 
and GosPels

Christian-B. Amphoux & J. Keith Elliott with 
Bernard Outtier (eds), Textual Research on the 
Psalms and Gospels/Recherches textuelles sur 
psaumes et les evangiles: Papers from the Tblisi 
Colloquium on the Editing and History of Biblical 
Manuscripts – Acts du Colloque de Tibilisi  
19-20 septembre 2007 (Leiden: Brill, 2012. 
€105.00/$144.00. pp. xxv + 272. ISBN: 978-90-
04-20927-5).

This collection consists of fifteen papers, two of 
which are accompanied by an appendix relating to 
the subject of the respective chapter. The volume 
is divided into two sections. The first contains four 
chapters containing textual insights pertaining to 
the Psalms. The second section presents eleven 
chapters treating various aspects of gospel textual 
research.

In the opening chapter Gilles Dorival analyses 
differences and similarities between Hebrew and 
Greek titles of the Psalms. His major focus is upon 
examples where there are substantive differences 
in the titles between the two languages. As is fit-
ting for a colloquium held in Tiblisi, in the next 
chapter Shanidze looks at Psalm titles in the 
Georgian textual tradition (pp. 19-41). The third 
chapter by Florence Bouet investigates two tex-
tual variants – in LXX Ps 118.105 and LXX Ps 
129.5. In chapter four the focus is upon the use of 
Psalms in ancient Georgian and Armenian liturgi-
cal traditions. The second part is wide-ranging. 
The opening paper seeks to give a better under-
standing of the terminology pertaining to a 
Caesarean text type. Give the whole discussion 

surrounding the concept of text types, the discus-
sion provided by Amphoux is particularly valua-
ble (pp. 73-87). In the next chapter, Lafleur who is 
an expert on Family 13, discusses the relation with 
Codex Koridethi, and offers a new collation of 
readings contained in that manuscript (pp. 89-112). 
Elliott offers a classic study on ‘The Endings of 
Mark’s Gospel and the Presentation of Variants in 
the Marc Multilingue Edition’ (pp. 113-124). 
Many of the remaining chapters are specifically 
attuned to discussing textual problems that surface 
in the Georgian versions of the gospels. These 
chapters are particularly beneficial for scholars 
work on tracing the transmission and variation in 
Georgian gospel manuscripts.

There is much of value in this volume. Some of 
the papers are highly specialized, whereas others 
will be more accessible to those interested in 
wider questions surrounding the texts of the 
Psalms or the gospels. Overall this is a very useful 
volume, with a particular focus on Georgian ver-
sions of the Psalms or the gospels.

PAUL FOSTER
School of Divinity, University of Edinburgh

mysTeRy and secRecy in naG 
hammadi WRiTinGs and Beyond

Christian H. Bull, Liv Ingeborg Lied and John D. 
Turner (eds), Mystery and Secrecy in the Nag 
Hammadi Collection and Other Ancient 
Literature: Ideas and Practices – Studies for 
Einar Thomassen at Sixty, NHMS 76 (Leiden: 
Brill, 2012. €173.00/ $237.00. pp. xx + 540. 
ISBN: 978-90-04-21207-7).

Book Reviews

466983 EXT124510.1177/0014524612466983The Expository TimesBook Reviews
2013

 at KU Leuven University Library on June 29, 2014ext.sagepub.comDownloaded from 

http://ext.sagepub.com/


Book Reviews 251

Taking the cue for its theme from Walter Burkerts’ 
observation that the Nag Hammadi texts offer 
‘the fascination of secrecy and the promise of 
thrilling revelations’, this collection probes the 
ideas of mystery and secrecy in those writings. The 
edited volume serves as a Festschrift for Einar 
Thomassen, whose own work has focused on 
Nag Hammadi texts, with a particular interest in 
Valentinianism.

The book is divided into three sections treating 
mystery and secrecy first in Nag Hammadi and 
related Gnostic writings, secondly in other 
Christian cultures and traditions, and thirdly in 
non-Christian contexts. The first section, contain-
ing nine essays, opens with a contribution from 
April DeConick entitled ‘From the Bowels of Hell 
to Draco: The Mysteries of the Peratics’ (pp. 3-37). 
Drawing upon Hippolytus’ excerpts of the Peratic 
work The Suburbs up to the Aither, DeConick pro-
vides a careful discussion which seeks ‘to chart the 
precise katabatic and astrological roads into and 
out of the cosmos that the Gnostics claim to have 
discovered and traveled during their initiations’ (p. 
5). Furthermore, she notes that the figure of Draco, 
the perfect serpent, is none other than ‘Christ, the 
Son of Man who was lifted up according to John 
3:14 and who left his likeness shining perpetually 
in the heavens as Draco’ (p. 31). In this section 
Karen King looks at ‘Mystery and Secrecy in the 
Secret Revelation of John’ (pp. 61-85), bring her 
expertise on that text to bear on illuminating the 
specific mystery of the text concerning ‘the plausi-
bility of the “second world” it articulated as Christ’s 
revelation’ (p. 83). Also in this section John Turner 
investigates the same themes in relation to Sethian 
revelation, ritual and protology (pp. 161-201). 
Turner notes how the indebtedness of Sethian 
thought to Platonic and Stoic ideas has resulted in 
an approach based upon technical metaphysics, 
especially in relation to theories of protological 
ontogenesis (p. 199). Section two opens with a 
stimulating essay by David Brakke, ‘Mystery and 
Secrecy in the Egyptian Desert: Esotericism and 
Evagrius of Pontus’ (pp. 205-219). It is noted that 
scholarship has attributed to Evagrius’ ‘Origenism’ 
‘reluctance to say all he knows [about] the esoteric, 
easily misunderstood, or potentially heretical 
nature of his higher teaching’ (p. 205-206). From 
this starting point Brakke unpacks the esoteric 

nature of Evagrius’ teaching. Hugo Lundhaug 
focuses on the figure of Shenoute, and discusses 
the relationship between mystery and authority in 
his writings. The third section containing seven 
papers is the most wide-ranging. Groups and texts 
discussed include Mithraic communities of fourth 
century Rome, exploration of the Eleusinian mys-
teries, Hermetic traditions, and examination of 2 
Baruch. In addition the final paper by Uro Risto 
sets out methodological advances in theoretic 
approaches to ancient rituals.

This volume is a fitting tribute to the scholar-
ship of Einar Thomassen. As a collection the 
essays have an inner coherence, while allowing 
sufficient breadth to tease out meaningful connec-
tions. While this is a volume for specialists in the 
area of Nag Hammadi and cognate studies, for 
such scholars it provides rich fare.

PAUL FOSTER
School of Divinity, University of Edinburgh

chRisTians in The 21sT cenTuRy

George D. Chryssides & Margaret Z. Wilkins, 
Christians in the 21st Century (Sheffield, UK/
Oakfield CT: Equinox, 2011. £19.99/$34.95. pp. 
xvi + 480. ISBN: 978-1-845-53213-0).

After the epic world wars of the twentieth century, 
the seemingly relentless progress of secularisation 
and modernity in the developed world, the collapse 
of Communism, and the rise of consumerism, few 
would have predicted that the early years of the 
twenty-first century would be dominated by reli-
gion. The new millennium has opened with religion 
not only proving to be resilient, but quite frankly, 
resurgent. Found in new movements, reactive fun-
damentalism, creative post-modern shapes (e.g., 
‘fresh expressions’ of church, etc.) and politics, 
faiths – almost of any kind – seem to have found a 
way to not only survive in the modern world, but 
actually flourish. The predictable predictions of the 
proponents of secularisation (e.g., Steve Bruce) 
and secularism (e.g., Richard Dawkins) stand as 
spectators on the pitch, watching awe-struck as a 
team and a game long believed to be defeated, now 
seems to be mounting one of the most astonishing 
comebacks. Religion is alive; and sometimes 
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